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Art review: Diana Al-Hadid at the Hammer Museum
May 28, 2010 |  9:30 pm

Diana Al-Hadid’s work invokes

the texture of time. Her sculptures

present themselves as archives of

a sort, remnants of material

history, akin to Jedediah Caesar’s.

And much like Kristen Morgin, Al-

Hadid revels in the sensuality of

ruin and decay. In her first solo

museum show, at the Hammer,

she teams nostalgia with creative

energy, filling the lobby gallery

with an installation equal parts

romantic poetry and mechanical

engineering.

 “Water Thief” is a marvel and a

mess — mostly the good kind of

mess, born of generative activity,

the kind that defines a

construction site or artist’s studio.

Working in polymer gypsum,

fiberglass, steel, polystyrene,

plaster, wood and paint, Al-Hadid

builds a dense, nearly

monochrome complex of fossilized spires, gears, channels and wheels. Momentum spirals upward in

a stiffened cyclone, and yearns downward in thick curtains of coated strings that drop from the

undersides of several forms. Pipes and troughs convey once-viscous, tinted plaster aqueduct-style

from the upper edge of the gallery walls down through the various components of the structure below.

The piece was inspired by a 13th-

century Syrian water clock (Al-

Hadid was born in Aleppo, and now

lives in Brooklyn), and more

generally by a spirit of invention

and architectural aspiration rooted

in the past. “Water Thief” lacks the

concentrated potency of Al-Hadid’s

more discrete works, but its diffuse

chaos has its own curious beauty.

Mostly the color of bone and pale,

pitted stone, the installation

conjures a sense of ingenuity, a

timeless force and momentum that

animates body, spirit and mind.

– Leah Ollman

Stay connected:

About the Bloggers

Mike Boehm
Jori Finkel
Lisa Fung
Christopher Hawthorne
Reed Johnson
Christopher Knight
Charles McNulty
David Ng
Sherry Stern
Mark Swed

The Latest | NEWS AS IT HAPPENS

Anybody left who hasn't been offered a payoff job
by the Obama White House, please put out your
hand »

The Times’ Court Reporter Files a Story in
Dialect »

In Jerry West's opinion, Kobe Bryant is playing his
best »

Los Angeles county to boycott Arizona in protest
over new immigration law »

Quote of the day: 'I don't want to be traumatized
right now' »

 

Recent Posts
Acclaimed conductor DePreist to advise troubled
Pasadena Symphony and Pops |  June 2, 2010,
6:08 pm »

Conductor Carl St.Clair celebrates 20 years

ARTS

LOCAL U.S. WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH LIVING TRAVEL OPINION MORE Search  GO

advert isement

HOME FOOD IMAGE AUTOS BOOKS HOT LIST BRAND X MAGAZINE YOUR SCENE

https://myaccount.latimes.com/index.jsp
https://advertise.latimes.com/portal/page/portal/LA%2520Times
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=latimes
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals
http://zetabid.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/.a/6a00d8341c630a53ef013481ab928a970c-pi
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/.a/6a00d8341c630a53ef0133ee7a9055970b-pi
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/05/art-review-dawn-clements-at-acme.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/05/john-cage-and-merce-cunningham-roar-once-more.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/05/art-review-diana-alhadid-at-the-hammer-museum.html
http://feeds.latimes.com/CultureMonster
https://twitter.com/culturemonster
http://www.facebook.com/culturemonster
http://www.latimes.com/blogs
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/mike-boehm.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/jori-finkel.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/lisa-fung.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/christopher-hawthorne.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/reed-johnson.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/christopher-knight.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/charles-mcnulty.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/david-ng.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/sherry-stern.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/mark-swed.html
http://pipes.yahoo.com/pipes/pipe.run?_id=5dc8a87340794a992d374f7389268bc3&_render=rss
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/topoftheticket/~3/mJz90W-e9v4/andrew-romanoff-joe-sestak-obama-white-house-jobs.html
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/topoftheticket/~3/mJz90W-e9v4/andrew-romanoff-joe-sestak-obama-white-house-jobs.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/TheDailyMirror/~3/PpGBH3-4M8Y/the-times-court-reporter-files-a-story-in-dialect.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/TheDailyMirror/~3/PpGBH3-4M8Y/the-times-court-reporter-files-a-story-in-dialect.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/latimes/sports/basketball/nba/lakers/~3/UZeHBbvbybI/la-sp-crowe-20100603,0,7356208.column
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/latimes/sports/basketball/nba/lakers/~3/UZeHBbvbybI/la-sp-crowe-20100603,0,7356208.column
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/CommentsBlog/~3/efkIVhrHKm8/los-angeles-boycott-arizona-immigration-protest.html
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/CommentsBlog/~3/efkIVhrHKm8/los-angeles-boycott-arizona-immigration-protest.html
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/CommentsBlog/~3/Ce5kX6LU8hQ/quote-of-the-day-gary-coleman-traumatized-911.html
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/CommentsBlog/~3/Ce5kX6LU8hQ/quote-of-the-day-gary-coleman-traumatized-911.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/06/acclaimed-conductor-dipriest-to-advise-troubled-pasadena-symphony-and-pops.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/06/acclaimed-conductor-dipriest-to-advise-troubled-pasadena-symphony-and-pops.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/06/conductor-carl-stclair-the-cowboy-from-texas-celebrates-20-years-home-on-the-range-with-the-pacific-.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39ae/0/0/%2a/f;44306;0-0;0;29547614;31-1/1;0/0/0;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/05/art-review-diana-alhadid-at-the-hammer-museum.html;~okv=;tile=2;ptype=sf;pos=2;sz=1x1;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/05/art-review-diana-alhadid-at-the-hammer-museum.html;~aopt=2/1/6a01/1;~sscs=%3f
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://travel.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/home_blog/
http://www.latimes.com/features/food/
http://www.latimes.com/features/image/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/highway1/
http://www.latimes.com/features/books/
http://theguide.latimes.com/
http://www.thisisbrandx.com/
http://www.latimesmagazine.com/
http://www.latimes.com/yourscene/

